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Hello everyone and welcome back for what is looking to be a very different summer season on the  

Shadow Lakes. The pandemic has imposed a number of changes to the opera�on of the Shadow Lakes           
Associa�on this year. 
 

You are receiving this spring newsle�er via e-mail rather than the tradi�onal printed copy due to the    
physical distancing challenges of preparing and delivering a paper version. Our preference is the paper  
version and we hope to return to that format for the late summer issue and beyond. Since the Associa�on 
does not necessarily have e-mail addresses for every member of your household we ask that you forward 
this e-mail to family members and friends on the lake who would normally read it. 
 

Also, we know that roughly 12% of our paid members do not have e-mail and therefore will not receive the 
newsle�er through this channel. If you know of a neighbor who does not have e-mail and you have access 
to a printer please help us reach as many members as we can by prin�ng a copy for them. 
 

Water levels seem to be an issue in the spring during most years. This year, at �me of wri�ng, we are     
experiencing very low water levels which we believe are a�ributed to the delayed opening of the Trent Severn     
Waterway and Parks Canada holding back water to ensure there is adequate water in the reservoir lakes for use   
during the summer months. See Water Levels Update Ar�cle Page 3. 
 

As a reminder, if you want to check the water level on Shadow Lake or the flow 
rate at Norland at any �me just click on the “Water Levels” Quicklink  on the    
Associa�on website at www.shadowlakes.on.ca.  
 

We were able to have the markers in place before the end of April this year, 
the earliest ever. Thanks again to Darrell Janke for his diligence on the marker        
program. However, due to the closure of the Norland boat launch ramp un�l 
mid May combined with the low water the boa�ng season got off to a slow 
start. Since boa�ng and fishing naturally create distance between watercra� 
we are hoping that these two summer pas�mes will not be too affected in 
2020.  
 

Our communica�ons commi�ee has developed a project plan for a complete      
revamp of the Shadow Lakes Associa�on website. The website will be a key 
pla�orm for communica�ons related to the lake plan ini�a�ve that was              
concluded in 2019.  In the fall of 2019 the team applied for and secured grant 
funding from the city of Kawartha Lakes through the Conserva�on authority to cover a significant por�on of the 
cost.  We expect to complete the work on this ini�a�ve by the end of 2020 and have the new site up and running in 
2021.  
 

I am disappointed to announce that due to COVID-19 the Fresh Water Summit fes�val, normally held on the third 
weekend in June, has been cancelled.  What would have been the 28th Mo Park Children’s Fishing Derby this year 
has also been cancelled. The fishing derby commi�ee is determined to bring it back be�er than ever in 2021. 
 

For the last two years we have held a highly successful summer social event in late July at Camp Endobanah with 
well over 100 a�endees each year. Since we expect that physical distancing will s�ll be in place at that �me we have 
reluctantly had to cancel that event as well for this year. 
 

On the bright side our social commi�ee is exploring alterna�ve social ac�vi�es that would be in compliance with 
physical distancing. Please take a look at Kate Hibbard’s ar�cle in this newsle�er with some of the preliminary ideas. 
As the details firm up we will advise via e-mail.                                                                                   ….Con�nued on Page 3 
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Your associa�on con�nues to support  the Coboconk, Norland and Area Chamber of Commerce. Please see 
their ar�cle in this newsle�er with more informa�on on the plans for a new wellness center in Coboconk.   
 

This year’s AGM will be a virtual mee�ng held on Saturday July 4th  at 9:00 AM.  We have held one board 
mee�ng already in virtual mode that worked very well. Details such as the web address, mee�ng ID and 
password will be emailed to members approximately one week before the mee�ng. Your par�cipa�on and 
feedback are always welcomed. We will have a guest speaker from the City of Kawartha Lakes talk about 
roads, with specific focus on the roads around Shadow Lake.  Ward 2 Councillor Emme� Yeo will address 
the mee�ng and City of Kawartha Lakes Mayor Andy Letham will also par�cipate. This is always a great    
opportunity to give our elected officials firsthand feedback on municipal issues of importance to our    
membership. 
 

We are pleased to report that our membership in 2019 was nearly 400 paid up members. We thank you for your    
con�nued support that allows the  associa�on to fund our programs and stay on a sound financial foo�ng while 
keeping annual dues at the $30 level. 
 

There are a number of ways dues can be paid. Please click on the “Pay dues” 
Quicklink  on the Associa�on website at www.shadowlakes.on.ca for more 
informa�on. We have added an e-transfer method this year in       addi�on to 
PayPal, mail or the dropbox at Souter’s Variety. 
 

We also thank the many local businesses that sponsor the associa�on and 
our events. Please reciprocate by sourcing goods and services locally from 
our sponsors. 
 

Once again we extend our thanks to Shield’s Home Hardware in Coboconk 
who help us keep our expenses down by sourcing replacement markers at 
cost and for their dona�ons to our social events . We also would like to rec-
ognize and thank the Riverside Inn, Kay’s Place and The Pa�e House for 
their contribu�ons to the summer social for the last two years.  
 

We thank you again for your support in helping us with our goal of  protec�ng our land, lakes and river system so we 
may all con�nue to enjoy what we are so lucky to have, now and into the future. 
 

In this unprecedented year the execu�ve team sincerely wishes you and your family an enjoyable, safe and happy 
summer. 

- Phil Taylor; President 

This year more than ever it is important  to try and keep connected with 
our lake community.   

While we can't enjoy the summer social at Camp Endobanah or the Mo 
Park Children's Fishing Derby this year, the Shadow Lake Summer Social 
group is pu�ng together some crea�ve and socially distancing ways to 
"get together” at the Lake this summer.  We will be sending 
out a separate email blast to all SLA members 
once we've finalized plans.  

Please remember to "socially connect"  where 
you can,  share kindnesses and pa�ence this 

summer.                                       - Kate Hibbard 
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At the beginning of May, we experienced a significant drop in the flow rates at the Norland Dam from approximately 
30 m³/sec to approximately 8 m³/sec as of May 26th, 2020. This resulted in a notable drop in water levels (es�mated 
average of -40 cm) for the Shadow Lakes System. As per Parks Canada’s Management Update of May 5th, the reason 
for the drop is that they were gradually raising the water levels in the reservoir lakes to meet summer levels for the 
2020 season. In addi�on, as a flow-through lake, we were nega�vely impacted by the con�nued closure of the Trent 
Severn opera�ons. 

As of June 7th, the reservoir lakes are now at average capaci�es and Parks Canada has opened to limited use of its 
visitor facili�es, including lockage and mooring. We are now seeing flow rates of approximately 31 m³/sec, water 
levels are now approaching average levels for this �me of the year.  

The Shadow Lakes Associa�on con�nues to keep in regular contact with the water management team to ensure that the needs 
of our members are taken into considera�on. We suggest that you monitor the water level updates that can be accessed 
through our website at h�p://www.shadowlakes.on.ca/waterlevels.htm. 

- Tim Dobush 
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O�� �� ��� ���������� of your Shadow Lakes Associa�on membership is access to a variety of valued services 

that  benefit us both as an associa�on and as individual property owners. 

At an associa�on level, FOCA con�nues to be our united voice along with over 500 of Ontario’s waterways and 

lake associa�ons. This united voice carries weight as FOCA works with government and other partners on           

important policy and best prac�ces; to advocate for financially and environmentally sound waterfront              

communi�es. 

As individual property owners, you have access to a wide range of membership resources and programs including 

group insurance dedicated to co�agers, discounts on a variety of materials/services and informa�ve webinars          

including “Co�age Succession”, “Invasive Species Program” and “Safe Waterfront Living During the Pandemic.” 

To learn more about FOCA Member Benefits, please visit their website at h�ps://foca.on.ca/member-services/

benefits/. If you would like to access the Member Benefits, please contact us at info@shadowlakes.ca to obtain 

the login and password details. 

Instagram 

@shadowlakesassocia�onontario  
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The COVID-19 pandemic has caused businesses and community members to re-evaluate how we do business with 

one another. During this �me, it is important to show our support while also being sure to stay safe. Many shops, 

restaurants, and stores in the Coboconk, Norland, Rosedale and surrounding areas are excited to begin the summer 

season. Local businesses are open and ready to serve while prac�cing safe distancing protocols, cleaning guidelines, 

and keeping customers and employees safe. 

Ways to Shop! Many businesses within our communi�es have  shi�ed 

their focus to provide the same level of customer service through delivery 

or pick up methods. There are also op�ons to shop locally online or by 

phone from the    safety of your living room. You can have your items     

delivered, pre-order items for scheduled pick-up, or purchase virtual items 

like gi� cards. These are great op�ons to get what you need while s�ll     

prac�cing social distancing! 
 

Buy a Gi� Cer�ficate for You or for a Front-Line Worker!  

Customers can also take advantage of a new gi� cer�ficate program 

offered through “FanSaves Helps”. With local businesses forced to close or 

reduce their hours amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the FanSaves Helps     

program is helping give business owners a boost across the country and in 

the Coboconk and Norland  area. 

You can buy a gi� cer�ficate from your favourite local businesses online to 

be used once things are up and running again. A newly added feature also 

allows buyers to donate their gi� cer�ficates directly to frontline hospital 

workers in their area.  

Support Your Community!  Part of what makes the area such a wonderful place to live and visit are the 

unique shops that can’t be found anywhere else. Put your money where your heart is and support local businesses in 

the Coboconk,  Norland and surrounding areas this summer! 

 

To stay in the loop on announcements from the municipality, the community, and local businesses, visit the 

Coboconk, Norland & Area Chamber of Commerce Facebook page. Don’t forget to check out the FanSaves Helps   

program at www.FanSavesHelps.ca.  
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The Coboconk, Norland & Area Chamber of Commerce 

is spearheading an ini�a�ve to build a new Wellness 

Centre that will enhance medical and wellness services 

for the residents and visitors of the northern areas of 

the Kawartha Lakes. The vision is to provide quality 

medical and wellness services to the residents and visitors of the City of Kawartha Lakes, Ward One by establishing a permanent 

wellness centre in the historic Coboconk Train Sta�on.  The Wellness Centre will provide a hub for community health that will 

bring increased access to conven�onal medicine and allied health care services, as well as community organiza�ons in an           

underserved geographic area. 

By providing space for more primary care physicians and nurse prac��oners, much needed a�er-hours care, mental health         

supports, blood lab, dental services, home and community care services, pre & post-opera�ve care, chiroprac�c and                   

physiotherapy services, the needs of people in this area will be be�er served and will help to alleviate the strain on current health 

care services offered in Lindsay and  Minden.  

Although the project was developed before the current health crisis, the COVID-19 pandemic shines the light on how important it 

is to establish a wellness centre in Coboconk. The northern Kawartha Lakes area is currently ba�ling two health crises                 

simultaneously: the global COVID-19 pandemic as well as an already exis�ng gap of health services. The Wellness Centre project 

provides hope for our communi�es that their needs are important and for a future where, even during a global pandemic, health 

care services will be available. 

The Feasibility Report for the Wellness Centre is now complete, including architectural drawings, site surveys, and engineering 

and environmental assessments.  The COVID-19 pandemic has set back the presenta�on of the feasibility report to City Council, 

but we an�cipate the opportunity to present it in June.   

As with any project of this size, fundraising efforts are a high priority. We have iden�fied 

several possible funding streams through federal, provincial, and municipal levels of     

government.  We an�cipate community fundraising projects to begin this summer. Stay 

tuned for details about how to get involved! 

 

For more informa�on about the Wellness Centre project, and to keep up to date on fundraising events, visit 

www.coboconknorland.ca and visit the Coboconk, Norland & Area Chamber of Commerce Facebook page.  
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The members of the Coboconk Lions Club would like to thank all essen�al workers for their efforts and courage.   
 

As I write this no�ce for the Shadow Lakes Associa�on, COVID-19 circumstances have prompted the Coboconk Lions 
Club to cancel the following ac�vi�es for 2020 

 The Coboconk Lions Travel Anywhere Fundraiser   The Bear Raffle  

 The Annual Spaghe� Dinner and Silent Auc�on   Selec�on of Ci�zen of the Year 2020  

 The Annual Duck Derby (hopefully the dam               

restora�on will be completed soon) 

 

The Coboconk and District Lions Club have been ac�vely serv-
ing this community for more than 60 years.  All funds raised are 
used for      community be�erment and to       support those in 
need.   
 

In the past year we have donated $6,500 to a CNIB Guide Dog. 
When the training is completed the dog will be        assigned to 
this area.     

We also donated to the following important causes; 

 $1,500 to the restora�on of the Norland Cenotaph 

 $2,000 to Camp Kirk, a summer camp for special needs chil-
dren 

 $5,000 to the Coboconk Food Bank 
 

Thanks again for your con�nued support.  

Stay safe, prac�ce physical distancing.      

www.coboconklions.ca                                    - Paul Tomlinson 

Travel Anywhere...“Yes, absolutely anywhere”  

 Kathy Vidrine (�cket #537) a $5 000 Travel 
Voucher plus a $2000 VISA Gi� Card 

 Max Greer (�cket #600) a $500 VISA Gi� Card 

 Anne Macleod (�cket #2307) a $200 VISA Gi� 
Card 

THE CARVED BEAR 

 First prize – Kim Gemmell 

 Second prize – Kim and Dan Sale 

 Third prize – Ken Nicholls 
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This ar�cle first appeared in the August 2011 Shadow Lakes Associa�on newsle�er. It is re-printed 
with the express permission of the author, Ian Forster as a fresh reminder of the need to exercise 
boa�ng e�que�e. 

Every year or so, I write an ar�cle discussing the merits of boa�ng on our lakes and the considera�on 
that people have for others that are using the lakes for their enjoyment. This year seems no different 
and I have the following observa�ons that have been made during this summer. IT IS GETTING 
WORSE!!. It seems that no ma�er how many �mes people are asked to be considerate of others on the 
lake, it doesn’t seem to make any difference at all.  
 

It is becoming obvious that there are people on these lakes that feel that it is their God-Given right to 
do whatever they want to with no regard for how their ac�ons or decisions affect anyone else. 
 

In a past ar�cle a few years ago, I commented that people were star�ng to bring larger boats on to the 
lake without considera�on for the size of the lake. Well that seems to have been a waste of ink, as the 
size of the boats just keeping bigger and more powerful. There was even a mid-sized cigare�e boat that 
was on the lake this past August 1st Long Weekend. The bonehead that was driving it made a quick 
turn while driving in front of about one hundred witnesses and three people were ejected from the 
boat into the lake. They were lucky no one was hurt or even killed. 

I have, personally, almost been swamped by the large waves that these boats are genera�ng. We were out for a ride 
in our 18 � Grew, when we were suddenly side-swiped by a three to four foot wave, that I turned into at the last   
moment and it broke over our bow and soaked everyone in-
side. Last weekend we were out in our 14 � �n boat and we 
were trapped on the west side of Shadow, at the south end by 
the wakes of two wake board boats that were genera�ng 2 to 
3 foot wake waves. We could have easily been capsized. 
 

I grew up on these lakes. I have done my share of dumb things, 
but I was always taught to consider what the result of my    
ac�ons would do to other people and to govern my behaviour 
so as to not lessen their enjoyment of the lake. We used to 
take our boat out with the tube a�ached and try to make 
waves so as to cause a rough ride for the person on the tube 
but our boat was not capable of making wake waves as large 
as the boats that are on the lake today. I watched last week-
end a large 20-24 foot wake board boat with a small canopy 
and all the occupants standing up in the boat, come down 
Shadow from the north end to the area at the south end. The 
boat, on both days was towing a tube full of kids. It proceeded 
to do figure eights and circles un�l it had generated standing 
waves that had to be 4 to 5 � high and then proceeded to tow the tube through them. The waves were so high that 
the boat had to slow down to go through them. I am sure that they all had a great �me un�l a�er about fi�een 
minutes of doing this they proceeded back up the lake. The problem with this was that by the �me they were fin-
ished, the waves were so big and numerous that no one else could take their boat on the lake. There was one �n 
boat that tried and had problems nego�a�ng the waves. If there had been someone in a small boat, paddle boat or 
canoe, they would have been swamped. I have also observed a situa�on where two of these large wakeboard boats 
were towing tubes and no one else could use the lake. I might be cri�cized  for saying this but why would someone 
buy $60,000 to $100,000 boat to tow a tube? 

...Con�nued on next page 
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...Con�nued from previous page 

There are some people on the lake that own wakeboard boats and use them for wakeboarding. These 
people are selec�ve when they go out on the water and are very considerate of others. They realize 
that a wakeboard boat is designed to generate large wake waves and they take this into account 
where they ski and at what �me, so that they don’t affect others. It is too bad that all of the people 
using the lake can’t be the same way. 
 

When a boat is towing a skier or a tube it has the right of way except when there is no other place for 
another boat to go. We have people that are con�nually towing kids on wake boards, knee boards and 
tubes in areas where there isn’t enough room to do it safely. One example of this is in the middle lake 
between the narrows and the rapids. The way that people accelerate when coming south out of the 
narrows or north out of the rapids makes this li�le lake a dangerous spot to be towing anyone, let 
alone li�le kids. If the skier was to fall and someone came around the corner, they could be hit very 
easily. There is also no room to pass safely. It boggles my mind as to why some people con�nually put 
their kids in danger by towing them in the li�le lake. Their wake is also damaging the many docks and 
boats moored in the area, not to men�on that it is illegal to be doing this within 30 metres of the 
shore where a maximum speed of 9 km/hr and no wake is mandated. I am sure that this is also hap-
pening in other areas of the three lakes. 
 

Another phenomenon that I have witnessed this summer is people taking their boats and anchoring in a quiet 
part of the lake, in front of other co�ages, and then proceeding to soap their bodies down and rinse off in the water. I      
couldn’t believe it and it happened more than once. They didn’t seem to care that they were doing this near people’s water 
intakes or that they were pollu�ng the lake. NO AMOUNT OF SOAP SHOULD BE PUT INTO THE LAKE, INCLUDING SO CALLED 
BIO-DEGRADABLE SOAPS!!! These soaps provide nutrients that encourage weed growth and are bad for our Lakes. Use your 
baths and showers. 
 

We have always had a few powerful boats on the lake, but as a rule they don’t get used at busy �mes or generate large wakes 
so that the inconvenience to others has been kept to a minimum, but it seems that you can never have a big enough boat. I 
would beg people to think of the other people on the lake, when they are opera�ng their boats or considering buying a new 
boat. Our lakes are not that big and it has go�en to the point where if two boats start ac�ng up on one part of the lake, they 
can make the lake unusable for other boaters. 

 

As an Associa�on, we have a few op�ons that we, as a group, can pursue if these problems con�nue with these big boats and 
their operators. We can request a greater presence from the OPP on the lake and make everyone’s life miserable or, explore 
limi�ng the size of the boats that will be allowed to be used on our lakes. I  understand that other Lake Associa�ons have    
managed to do this and we are willing to explore this op�on if the members request it. We are looking for feedback, but most 
of the members that I have talked to are in favour of exploring this op�on. This reminds me of the Sea-Doo debate that has 

been raging for the last twenty or so years. 
 

If the operators of boats on your lakes don’t start thinking of others and using 
their machines in a safer and more considerate     fashion then we will be forced 
to take some ac�on. Unfortunately, this newsle�er won’t get to our Members 
before much of the   summer is gone, but it will give boaters a chance to think of 
their ac�ons and a chance for the associa�on to get ready to deal with the prob-
lem for next year. I just hope that no one gets injured or seriously hurt before the 
year is over. 
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Name:  

Home Address:  

City:                                                          Postal Code: 

Home Phone:  

Local Phone :  (705) 

Co�age Road Name / #  

Co�age Green 911#  

Email Address  (please print)  

2020 Membership Fee $30 2020 & 2021 Membership Fee $60 

P����� ���� ���� C����� P������ ��: S����� L���� A���������� I��. 


