
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The 17th Annual Mo Park Children’s Rock Bass & Sunfish  
Fishing Derby - 2009 Winners   

Under 7 Years Old   5& 6 Years Old   7- 8 Years Old   9 - 10 Years Old

2.  Hudson Gilpin   2.  Jorden Moffat  2.  Meredith Purcell  2.  Megan Purcell 

  
1.  Justin Moffat   1.  Owen Gilpin   1.  Sophie Allan   1.   Luke Merritt 

3.  Cynthia McVey  3.  Jacksyn Brand  3.  Matthew Bray  3.  Ryan Steffler 
4.  Teddy Hibbard, Ryan Lloyd 4.  Katey Brand   4.  Michael Jones  4.  Emma Higgins 
     and Andrew Neveu 
 
11 - 12 Years Old   13 - 15 Years Old   Major Door Prize Winners

2.  Devon Arbuckle  2.  Lauren Bilton     Joshua Juhasz, Patrick Barr 

     
1.  Gavin Mercier   1.  Patrick Barr    Conner Higgins, Avery McFadden 

3.  Braden Ryall   3.  Colin Campbell                                  Matthew Barr 
4.  Pamela Bailey   4.  Daniel Sangster 
        
Many thanks to the Derby Committee: 
Tom, and Gemma Coyle, Jodi and Tony Pappas, Kari and Brett Crawford, Donna Peneycad, Harvey Holmeshaw, Betty 
Legacey, Verree, Shar and Tyler Mercier, Lori and Rich McGrath,  Helen Saunders, Ron, Jan,Teri Lyn and Ryan Haney,  
Kathy Winnett,  Greg Gilpin, Eric and Joline Moore and Stephanie Neveau.     

Alfie Peneycad, Derby Chairperson 
 

Please Support Our 2008 Derby Sponsors! 
         

Sutton Group – Grace Cork North York Chevrolet   Tyler P. Higgins 
Sutton Group – Eveline Eilert Highland’s Cinema  William T. McCleave 
Paul Godwin Plumbing Houston Marine Systems  Walsten Marine 
Naylor Systems Thompson’s Marina  Coboconk IGA 
Royal LePage – Linda Duncan Norland Convenience & Tackle Shop  Coboconk Go Carts 
Trailer Mobile Recreational Bowes & Cocks – Sherry Harpell  Riverside Inn 
Ralph’s Small Engines Fire In The Rock  John Austin & Sons  
Buck and Up Close Outs John Bryant Insurance  Norland Marine 
Cake Septic Pumping Gail McCormack Kawartha Waterfront Realty Shepherd Septic Service 
Kay’s Place Shield’s Home Hardware  Russell Repair Services 
Gull River Veterinary Services The Links at Monck’s Landing  Dave Graham 
Many private donations from association members! 
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Shadow Lake Water Levels and the Trent 
Severn Waterway
On Friday August  7 the Association’s water level committee 
(Forster, Warren, Taylor) along with Mayor Ric McGee and 
Councilor Emmet Yeo  met with the Peter Frood, the 
superintendent of the Trent Severn Waterway and Dave Ness 
the Gull River watershed manager to discuss the abnormally 
low water levels we experienced during June and the first half 
of July, 2009. 

–Phil Taylor 

 
As you may recall from previous newsletter articles, in our 
submission to the TSW panel in 2007 the Shadow Lakes 
Association recognized and acknowledged that the water 
levels in Shadow and Silver lakes are directly dependent on 
the discharge rate of water from the Gull River at Norland. 
We also stated in our submission that the approximately 600 
waterfront property owners on the Shadow Lakes, have over 
many years, adapted their waterfront and lake activities to 
function within the historical range of high and low water 
levels that would normally occur over the course of an annual 
cycle.   
We have, however, experienced in the past three years, an 
increased volatility in our water levels as well as instances of 
prolonged low levels exceeding historical norms. 
 
With the above in mind our principal goals for the meeting 
were to permanently raise the level of awareness by the TSW 
of the impact of their water management decisions on the 
Shadow Lakes and to pursue agreement on maintenance of a 
minimum flow rate (which would correspond to an acceptable 
minimum lake level) during the period following the spring 
freshet and prior to beginning the drawdown stage of the 
reservoir lakes. 
 
For the purpose of achieving these goals we requested 3 
commitments from the TSW: 
1. Installation of an automated water level gauge on 

Shadow Lake. 
2. Improvements to the control of Gull River flow upstream 

from the dam at Norland that would allow the TSW to 
tightly maintain a minimum flow rate through the 
Shadow Lakes system that is consistent with historical 
patterns 

3. Compliance with a 1972 Acres Engineering minimum 
flow rate recommendation of 12.7 cubic metres per 
second during the summer period.  From our examination 

of daily flow rate data back to 1962 this appears to have 
been the de-facto operating plan for at least 44 of the past 
47 years. 

 
Fulfillment of the first request would improve the TSW’s 
situational awareness of the impact of their decisions on our 
lakes and the second request would fine tune their ability to 
deliver a more precise flow to maintain minimum water 
levels on Shadow Lake.  Recognizing that these infrastructure 
improvements would take some time to implement we had an 
additional goal. That goal was to establish on-going, open, 
two-way communication with them under which they will 
keep us advised of their decisions and we will promptly 
advise them of any adverse effects so corrective action can be 
taken. 
  
On August 14 we received a letter from the TSW (copy 
included with newsletter) responding to our requests.  Using 
federal stimulus funds the TSW is committed to act on our 
first and second requests. 
 
Although the TSW has not committed to compliance with the 
Acres recommendation the new water level gauge in 
combination with existing flow rate data available via the 
internet from existing flow meters will allow us to accurately 
establish the relationship between the water level on the lake 
and the flow rate over the Norland dam. Once we have 
collected a relatively short data history we will be able to 
determine the exact flow rate that corresponds to the 
minimum acceptable lake level. We will then press for the 
TSW to use the improved flow control they have committed 
to at Elliot Falls in order to maintain that minimum. In the 
interest of accelerating the collection of lake level data the 
Association directors also passed a motion on August 15 to 
acquire 3 manual gauges that will be installed on each of the 
3 lakes to be read by volunteers. 
 
In addition to the commitments received, the meeting was 
successful in that the TSW is now more acutely aware of the 
impact they are having on us and have agreed to work more 
closely with us to avoid future problems. Director Dave 
Warren, a year round resident of Shadow Lake, now 
communicates with them once or more per week. At the same 
time the meeting made us more aware of the real challenges 
that the TSW faces in managing a deteriorating infrastructure 
and dealing with years of underfunding. 
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The letter makes reference to the issue of fairness. While we 
do believe that the prolonged period of low water we 
experienced this year showed a lack of fairness towards 
Shadow Lake we also believe that, although we will likely 
never experience perfection, we can reasonably expect to see 
more balance introduced in their decisions in the future and as 
the infrastructure improvements materialize their ability to 
create and deliver that balance will improve.  
 
Thefts on the Lake 
There have been numerous thefts of boat motors (as well as 
props, gasoline, etc) on the Shadow Lakes this season. If you 
have been the victim of theft, be sure to make a report to the 
police, no matter how old it may be. Also, report stolen motors 
to the manufacturer, who can flag it in their system so it will 
pop up when someone takes it in for service or possibly to 
insure it. Additionally, email me at 

–Joe Harnum 

info@shadowlakes.on.ca 
and I’ll post it on our website. I’ll need a good description and 
your contact info. I can even include a photo if you have one. 
Don’t forget to post a notice at the IGA, and on Coby and 
Norland Library notice boards. 
 
Hot Dog Day
The first Hot Dog Day was held on Sunday, July 5, 2009 and 
from the speed that the hotdogs disappeared, it can be said that 
it was rousing success. We started giving out the hot dogs and 
pop at around 12:00 pm and after about an hour or so, over 
250 were gone 

–Ian Forster 

 
Houston Marine Systems generously set up and donated the 
use of a dock platform at Alcatraz where we cooked the 
hotdogs and gave them out for free to Association Members, 
in their boats as they placed their orders for condiments and 
pop and drove by the dock and picked them up. John Arbuckle 
also donated the use of his barge which helped as an extended 
dock facility beside the Houston dock. It was a beautiful day 
for the event and we had to turn people away as we ran out of 
hotdogs and pop very quickly.  
 
We need feedback from the Membership in order to determine 
whether this should become an annual event or just a onetime 
phenomenon.  
 
This event could not have taken place without the 
unbelievable efforts and help of Devon Arbuckle, who was in 
charge of taking orders and passing out the hotdogs and pop to 
the boaters, Thanks Dev! 
 
We would also like to thank the following people for 
contributing to the event: 
Mark Allen & Family for providing the barbeques and 
cooking 
Paul Bassett for making the run to town for more hotdogs 
when we ran out 
John Arbuckle for his barge and John Mackinnon, Liz, Becky 
& Emily Forster and friends for helping serve.  
 
We also would like to give a big thanks to Greg and Mark 
Houston of Houston Marine who provided the dock including 
set-up and removal for this event. Houston Marine is a full 
service local dock provider who specializes in both floating 
and stationary dock platform systems along with courteous 
service and a great product line. They have a number of great 

solutions to your dock problems including many ways to deal 
with our increasingly volatile water levels. We really 
appreciate the help that Greg and Mark Houston have 
provided to make this event possible, so if you get a chance, 
check out their newly expanded office and showroom on Hwy 
48 approximately 3 km west of Coboconk. Their website is 
www.hmsdock.com. Toll free 1-888-467-3625. 
 
Water Level Monitoring
Your executive wants to be able to monitor the water level in 
each of the 3 Shadow lakes independently, in order to 
communicate more accurately on a weekly basis with the 
Trent Severn Waterway managers, the exact water level in our 
lakes. It will also help us understand how the water levels in 
the three lakes relate to one another.  

–Dave Warren 

 
Ideally we are looking for someone on each of the 3 lakes 
whose property contains a  permanent deck, dock or wall 
extending into the water where we could permanently attach a 
staff gauge, read and report the level once a week, early spring 
to late fall. It would be ideal if you were a permanent resident 
or had a permanent resident living near you who could do the 
reporting by e-mail weekly. 
 
If you meet the above criteria and could help, please contact 
Dave Warren @ 454-8220 or at 
 

Warrenhd37@xplornet.com 

Importance of Association Membership
Your volunteer Association is actively representing the 
interests of all lake front property owners on water level and 
water flow volume issues along with the FOCA membership,  
water quality testing, water level alerts, marker buoy 
placement, channel markers and speed signs, fishing derby,  
etc.  To continue functioning effectively we require your 
support. When we make presentations on behalf of the 
Shadow Lakes Association we are questioned on our 
membership numbers and usually what percentage of potential 
members they represent. In other words, do we represent the 
substantial majority of owners?  Your membership is 
important 

–Alan King 

 
Open-Air Fires and You
One of the most enjoyable things about cottaging for many is a 
late-evening fire. But did you know that by doing so you are 
likely breaking the City of Kawartha Lakes Open Fire Burn 
By-law 2008-215. 

–Joe Harnum 

 
Here are some excerpts from it. (See our Shadowlakes.on.ca 
website for a link to the full Burn bylaw, and other bylaws). 
 
Article 3.06 – No Permit Required

(i) The fire area is no larger than 60 cm in diameter 
(24 inches);  

: A person may have an 
open fire without obtaining a permit provided (all) the 
conditions below are met, and/or providing no other City-wide 
or provincial burn bans are in effect: 

(ii) The fire area is supervised at all times by an 
adult person; 

(iii) The fire area is used to cook food or the fire area 
is used for personal warmth and only when no 
other means of heating and/or cooking are 
available; 

mailto:info@shadowlakes.on.ca�
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(iv) The fire area is within an approved area or pit 
designed for said use; 

(v) The fire area does not violate any other laws, by-
laws, rules or regulations including rules or 
regulations passed by any competent authority or 
otherwise set out in this By-law; 

(vi) The fire area shall be a minimum of five (5) 
metres from any building or other structures and 
5 metres from any fences, trees, brush piles or 
combustible materials. 

 
Article 4.02 – No person shall have an open fire for the 
purpose of burning grass clippings, or leaves. 
 
Article 4.07 – No person shall have an open fire that causes an 
adverse effect on the health, safety or well-being of persons or 
property within the City. 
 
Article 2.07 – further restricts fires based on certain weather 
conditions. 
 
Additionally, these fires pollute the air and contribute to 
global warming. It may not seem that your small fire would 
have much of an impact, but a several years ago, Scouts 
Canada asked all members of their movement to refrain from 
having any un-necessary campfires, for that very reason. 
 
Safe Boating and Consideration of Others

It seems that no matter how many times people are asked to be 
considerate of others on the lake, it doesn’t seem to make a 
considerable difference. The Association put an article in the 
Spring Newsletter about safe boating, but after seeing some of 
the things that have been happening on the lake this summer, 
our advice doesn’t seem to have had much of an influence on 
many people.  

–Ian 
Forster 

 
Our Lakes have been witness to boaters in large vessels, 
driving at high speeds, and using other boats as if they are 
markers in a slalom course. The Lakes have also seen people 
taking their little kids tubing behind their Seadoos without a 
spotter. There are still many boaters cutting off other boats and 
having their wake nearly swamp people in paddle boats and 
canoes. There also seems to be very little regard for the actual 
size of the boats that people are bringing onto the lake as well 
as speeding and /or making large wakes near people’s docks 
and beaches in narrow areas which causes damage to moored 
boats and docks and erosion to the shore. A favorite is the 
people who follow on their Seadoos, closely behind wake 
boarders so that they can jump the wakes that the wakeboard 
boats leave behind. These people seem to have no concern that 
if the wakeboarder was to fall, they would run over them.   
 
With the relative increase in the size of the boats that people 
are bringing onto the lake each year, it seems that it is only a 
matter of time before we see the first 40 ft cigarette boat 
racing from one end of the lake to the other in ten seconds flat. 
At some point in time, people will have to realize that our lake 
is not that big and that some boats are just too big for it. 
 
There is a hope that after the middle of September, when it 
will be mandatory for each operator of any boat to take the 
Safe Boating Course and have a licence, that some semblance 

of order will take place on the water. For the sake of safer 
boating on our Lakes, we can only hope. 
 
Another issue that has come to the fore, is that it seems that 
there are an increasing number of boats “visiting” the lake for 
short periods of time. These boats are obviously coming from 
other bodies of water and the chances of them bringing 
invasive species of plants and aquatic life to our lake are very 
high. One of the most effective methods of importing 
unwelcome species of plants and aquatic species is in the 
ballast the large wakeboard boats have in their bladder tanks 
and on the hulls and bilges of the larger cruising boats that are 
making their way onto our lake. It is imperative that these 
visiting boats be washed and cleaned before they are put into 
our water. Four Mile Lake is really starting to suffer with 
zebra mussels as well as the main lakes on the TSW, and Lake 
Ontario contains many species that we definitely do not want 
in our lakes. Please make sure that any boat that you are 
bringing onto our lake is washed down. The car wash in Coby 
is the perfect place for that to happen. 
 
Again, while you are enjoying our beautiful lake system, 
please be conscious of not only the speed that you are 
traveling but also the wake that you are generating and the 
affect that they both have on the other people on the lake as 
well as the shoreline and always be aware of the effects that 
your actions have on the rest of the people on the Lakes. 
 
Fish Survey
A fish survey was done on Shadow Lake July 20-24 and 
another will be done on Silver Lake Sept 8-11. Data should 
include species, age, size and general health. The results so far 
include only quantity per species and are as follows: 

–Dave Warren 

Total fish catch on Shadow Lake from 21 net sets was 505 
fish.  Species composition is as follows: 
  
Lake herring - 2 
Rainbow smelt - 108 
Muskellunge - 2 
White sucker - 1 
Golden shiner - 13 
Trout-perch - 46 
Rock bass - 11 
Pumpkinseed - 5 
Bluegill - 10 
Smallmouth bass - 14 
Largemouth bass - 5 (range of 95 gm - 1900 gm) 
Black crappie - 2 
Yellow perch - 185 
Walleye - 5 (range of 425 gm - 2000 gm) 
Logperch - 90 
Unidentified - 6 
  
“I didn't receive all the size attributes for all the fish, just the 
ones listed.  Good variety of species in the lake.  It is still too 
early to draw any conclusions from the catch as to the status 
of the lake.” Gerry Moraal 
 
We will remain in touch with the Area Biologist and will 
publish any further results in a future newsletter or on the 
website. 



This study will establish a baseline for comparison with other 
lakes and with the next survey of Shadow Lake which is 
expected 5 years from now. 
 
The Coboconk Food Bank
Times are difficult.  Our local Coboconk Food Bank is in 
desperate need of non-perishable food items and financial 
contributions. 

–Phil Tomlinson  

 
The Coboconk Food Bank has its greatest demand when 
summer is over and seasonal jobs come to an end.  The 
population in the Coboconk area obviously swells when 
cottagers come to relax, play and access their cottage 
properties. 
 
The Coboconk Lions Club wants to assist our local Food 
Bank.   With the help of our seasonal residents, we can try to 
fill the empty shelves in the Coby Food Bank.  Members of 
the Lions Club and other volunteers are willing to pick up any 
non-perishable food items you might have left in your cottage 
cupboards during the Labour Day and Thanksgiving Day 
weekends.  What a wonderful gesture to make during 
Thanksgiving. 
 
We can make this work in a number of ways: 
 
You can drop off the non-perishable items at the Food Bank, 
located in the Civitan clubhouse next to the Kawatha Garage, 
on highway 35 
 

• on Labour Day Weekend, Saturday, September 5th 
(10:00 – 2:00) 

• on Thanksgiving Weekend, Saturday, October 10, 
(10:00 – 2:00) OR 

• you can call Coboconk Lions member Ted Swift at 
454-0540 before or during the Labour 
Day/Thanksgiving Day weekend(s) to make 
arrangements to have your non-perishable food items 
picked up by the Coboconk Lions Club AND/OR 

• you can make a financial contribution; cheques made 
payable to the Coboconk Food Bank, and mailed to 
Box 316, Coboconk, K0M 1K0 

 
Thanks for helping the Lions Club serve the Coboconk and 
Norland communities. 
 

Keep in mind that boat operator cards are required by 
everyone by September 15 2009. John Frei, a member of the 
Shadow Lake Association, is an Examiner & Instructor for 
Boat Operator Cards representing Freecourse.ca. The cost 
of an Exam is $30. He tells us would be more than happy to 
setup Exam Clinics at his house (has both land & water 
access) or your location of choice. 

Do You Have Your Operator’s Card? 

  
Paula & John live at 23 Elizabeth St. with beautiful frontage 
on the Coby pond. You can reach him at 705-454-8093 or on 
his website www.norconser.com/boat1.htm 
 
Did You Know
There are bent trees on the west side of the lakes that identify 
the location of early Indian trails. 

 – Tom Tennison 

Miss the 2009 Annual General Meeting?
Ian Forster remarked on the repetitive pattern of problems 
with lake levels, and has been in touch with the Ministry of 
Natural Resources (MNR). We are trying to stay on top of 
personnel and other changes at the TSW (Trent Severn 
Waterway) Branch. No group is getting special consideration, 
and operational procedures have not changed. The system has 
not needed as much water this year (lots of rain). Ian will 
attempt to negotiate keeping our levels within a narrower 
range. His summary: “That’s the way it is, and we have to live 
with it.” Questions from the floor: 

–Paul Bassett 

1. Why has it been so erratic over recent years? This 
year we have had extraordinary rain in amount and 
intensity.  

2. Do we measure water level levels? Yes, between 
Elliot Falls and Norland Dam. A website provides 
daily highs and lows going back to 1962. Our goal is 
to minimize the variability. We and The City want to 
work with the TSW.  

3. Wayne (from the Floor): Do we have a copy of the 
“Acres” report from the early 70s, a public 
document? Can TSW ensure a minimum flow of 12.7 
cu. meters/second, as it did for 35 years? Wayne 
claims we can use the Norland water survey of water 
depth data to prove the minimum has not been met 
over the last three years. The link will be provided.  

4. Ric McGee asked if the draft letter of protest has 
been sent to the TSW. Phil replied that it will go out 
shortly, when Jack Alexander, who has been at the 
TSW for three years, is included.  

5. From the floor: Thanks for your efforts. 
 

Gerry Moraal from the MNR. He is the area biologist at 
the Minden Office, and is gathering baseline data on fish 
populations on 255 lakes, with 8% being monitored every 
5 years. To this survey he adds lakes randomly: Shadow 
and Silver lakes will be assessed July 20 and Sept. 8 
respectively. It entails setting gill nets for a week at both 
deep and shallow levels.  So please stay clear of these 
nets. Netted live fish will be released. Results will be 
available within a few weeks of collection. After a year 
Gerry will also know about population age structures, 
invasive species, etc. 
Questions from the Floor:  
1. What about Zebra mussels? Gerry: mussels, spiny 

water fleas, and Eurasian milfoil are not in our lakes 
yet, but please scour you boat hulls and flush bilge 
water before traveling from one lake to another. 

2. Pickerel stocking? Fry suffer low survival; 
fingerlings do better. Walleye are in the lake. Best 
time to see them is at night with bright a flashlight in 
the shallows on the east shores. 

3. Any report on contaminants? No. Just basic water 
chemistry.  

4. Can we get the executive summary? Won’t be one. 
Just preliminary results.  

5. Will Shadow Lake be approved for ice fishing? We 
are zone 17, which has a fisheries management 
advisory council headed by Dan Taillon, area 
biologist in Peterborough. It has made 
recommendations that include winter fishing for 
some species. 
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6. Will stakeholders be consulted? The Council has had 
public meetings and provided questionnaires.  

7. Have the extreme water-levels swings had negative 
effects on loons and spawning? Yes. 

8. Do fishers need a license to fish? Yes.  
How do you report infractions? Anonymous MNR Tips line: 
877 847 7667 
 
Ward 2 councilor Emmet Yeo commented and took questions 
from the Floor:  

1. New Bylaw (1yr. trial): ATVs can now travel on any 
county road north of City Road 8 (Glenarm). Not 
#35; and private roads set their own access rules. 
Drivers must observe speed limits, have insurance 
and drivers licenses. ATVs must be registered. OPP 
enforces the rules. 

2. A power dam at Norland is going in by fall 2010. 
Reason: this dam has one of the best flow rates in the 
province. The audience laughed but it will help insure 
flow rates in the future. The dam won’t affect flow or 
noise. 

3. Kinmount highway (Monck Rd.) is being repaved to 
Norland, and by 2011 from Head Lake to Uphill. 

4. Norland celebrates its sesquicentennial this summer 
with a parade and celebrations. 

5. Emmet is lobbying to fix Baseline Road. 
6. City stores can sell fireworks anytime (province 

wide). People need to use common sense. 
7. MNR regulates dock sizes, not the City. Allowed to 

add up to 60 square feet per year. 
 

City of Kawartha Lakes Mayor Ric McGee reported: 
1. The roadside grass will be cut soon, and that the City 

has passed a budget to repair the Government Dock 
area. It still needs approval from Parks Canada. 

2. The City awarded $5000 to the Kawartha Lakes 
Stewards Association, which is now involving our 
area. Report phosphorus and other contaminants to 
KLSA. Lake quality is improving – e.g. wild rice is 
returning spontaneously. Urban development, e.g. 
Port Perry, is a huge burden to Lake Scugog. Please 
don’t fertilize near any waterway. 

3. The City is looking at the risks adjacent to our 
waterways – sewage treatment plants, quarries, 
landfills, etc. 

4. Canada geese are a severe and growing problem. 
Council has lobbied upper level govt. Tom Tennison 
suggests using flashy tape, as sold in hardware stores. 
Mount at neck level. Don’t feed the wildlife, 
including ducks and geese. 

5. Septic systems: Ric is opposed to City inspections. 
Not a good use of money. Unless there is a visible 
problem there isn’t one. Lobbying for an incentive 
program to improve septic systems. Ontario does not 
have one. 

6. Taxes: Assessment went up 46% on Ric’s own 
lakefront home. Not fair. Continue to lobby. Continue 
to request reconsiderations. Suggestion from the 
Floor: Post a sample letter to use to lobby MPPs. Ric 
says you need to make an appointment and lobby 
face to face. The problem of waterfront assessments 
cannot be corrected by lowering the mill rate.  

 

Kawartha Lakes Stewards Association – Kevin Walters and 
Rod Martin told us this is a group of 25 cottage associations 
with the goal of testing for e-coli and phosphorous 
concentrations. The website is www.klsa.com . The studies are 
complicated by the fact that e-coli lives in sediments, in 
waterfowl, and in wilderness streams. Counts of 50+ colony 
forming units on a Petri dish causes an alert, and 100+ implies 
7 swimmers per 1000 will become infected. 20+ parts per 
billion of phosphorous also causes an alert. Lindsay is a 
problem for both. The zebra mussels clarify the water, 
increasing photosynthesis, and the phosphorous fertilizes. The 
combined effect causes explosive weed growth.  Septic 
systems are much less of a problem than agricultural runoff 
and urban growth. The Gull River and Shadow Lakes have 
low phosphorous, which is good news. Storm water is the next 
target. The Aquatic Plant Guide was handed out. 
Rod demonstrated his water testing wand. The tests are 
analyzed for e-coli in Lindsey with results emailed the next 
day. Rod requested volunteers willing to collect samples at 
suspect locations 
 
Bonnie Darling of the Kawartha Lakes Food Source spoke 
next. She is seeking volunteers to hold events in which food 
and money can be collected for local food banks. She provided 
brochures explaining the details. 
 
Leanne Bassett and Michael Taylor announced the first 
annual SLA golf tournament to be held starting at 7am on 
August 23 at the Links at Monk’s Landing golf course, just 
north-west of Norland. It will be a “best ball” type of 
tournament. Prizes for longest drive, closest to the hole, etc. 
will be handed out. The details are on the SLA website and a 
flyer was handed out. The Mother of the course operator spoke 
from the floor, advertising memberships. 
 
Q&A and other announcements:  

Bad car accident on Base Line Road: Last week a young 
woman died, and two other young people are in bad condition. 
Excessive speed is suspected. Please slow down. Perhaps we 
can get the speed limit lowered from 80kph to 60. Comment: 
Cars going 20 kph are a hazard too.  
 
Tom Tennison reported a huge bull moose swimming in the 
lake. 
 

Numerous people reported recent thefts of boat motors, 
gasoline, tanks, props, etc. from the lake. The OPP should be 
called for each incident. 
 

Don van Wyngaarden asked the first-time attendees to stand 
and be acknowledged. 
 

George Crisp from Gov’t Dock Rd. stood to thank those who 
picked up litter from the area. 
 

Lighted boat parade tonight at 9:30. Meet at Alcatraz island. 
 

Free hotdogs and soft-drinks will be served on Alcatraz 
tomorrow from noon to 3pm. 
 

Spaghetti Dinner at the Coboconk Legion on September 12, 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m.. Proceeds go to the local Food Bank. 

Mark Your Calendar  

http://www.klsa.com/�


 
Lake Hazard Markers 
The markers will be removed from the lakes following the Thanksgiving weekend. 

  

 
 

 
 

Many thanks once again to all those who contributed to our newsletter. 
Have a Safe and Happy Summer/Autumn!  

Put on that life jacket! 
 

Don van Wyngaarden, Editor   705-454-3319 
Don@planningforyourwealth.ca 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Shadow Lakes Association Inc.  Extreme Water Level Alert  
 
I am a member of the Shadow Lakes Association and would like to be notified, if you can, at the e-mail address below in 
case of extreme high water occurring on the Shadow Lakes System. 
 
I understand that this is a volunteer courtesy service for members only and that there is no extra charge involved. I 
acknowledge that the association provides the information gratuitously and without any warranty or representation as to 
the accuracy and timeliness of the information. As a condition of receiving the information I agree not to seek any remedy 
whatsoever from the Association, any members or officers of the Association or against anyone who may seek such 
remedy against the Association, its members or officers. 
 
Name:_______________________________ Email address____________________________________  
 
Green 911#: _____ Signature _______________________________________________________
  

mailto:Don@planningforyourwealth.ca�
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August 13,2009

Mr. Philip Taylor

Shadow Lake Cottagers Association Inc.

1307 Bramblewood Lane

Mississauga, ON

L5H 1L9

Dear Mr. Taylor:

Thank you for taking the time to meet with Dave Ness and I at the City of Kawartha

Lakes administrative office on August 7th. The meeting allowed for both parties to
openly discuss their concerns regarding the regulation of Shadow Lake.

As we discussed, the water management program on the Trent-Severn Waterway is

extremely complex and is intended to balance the needs of, respect and, above all, be

fair to all users who depend on the water resource. By means of example, the increased

number of lakefront property owners within the reservoir lakes area has, by necessity,

made us realize, recognize and take into consideration their requirements as well as

those who live below when making water management decisions. Similarly, in the

southern areas of the waterway during the spring freshet, Parks Canada staff must make

difficult flood abatement decisions all the while maintaining a system wide perspective.

With respect to the minimum flow recommendation put forth by Acres in 1973, there are

subtle conflicts within the Acres model which Parks Canada has always had difficulty

rationalizing. For example, the reservoirs throughout the Haliburton Highlands are

operated based on an equal percentage drawdown regime, which means simply, that

each lake is drawn down based on a percentage of their usable depth in order to

distribute the obligation equally to keep the waterway at an appropriate navigational

depth. As noted in the study, under certain conditions the minimum flow

recommendation will prematurely lower the reservoirs within the Gull River system

specifically which causes a conflict with the basic principle of fairness that the equal

percentage drawdown was intended to address. In addition, the Acres study is now

more than 35 years old and does not accurately reflect the current water management

priorities of and stressors on the system. The primary reason for the reservoirs is to

provide water to the navigable portion of the waterway only when it is required. Drawing

water off and, in effect, wasting the waters stored in the reservoirs prior to it being

needed jeopardizes our ability to maintain an acceptable navigational depth during very

dry summers.

You will be interested to note that Parks Canada, through funding provided in part by

Canada's Economic Action Plan, is undertaking several initiatives in order to improve the

water management program that will directly and positively affect Shadow Lake:

Canada ®



a. automated water level monitoring equipment will be installed on most of the

dams throughout the Haliburton reservoirs which will improve our situations!

awareness and allow us to hone water management operations;

b. as part of the water level monitoring upgrades, Shadow Lake will be equipped

with a monitoring station downstream of the Norland dam;

c. all of the stoplogs in the reservoir dams responsible for the controlling the flow of

water will be replaced with new stoplogs in the coming year which will allow us to

regulate lakes more precisely;

d. dam mechanization is being undertaken at Elliotts Falls at the outlet of Moore

Lake, a first for the dams in the reservoir area; and lastly

e. a study is going to be undertaken that will examine, from first principles, the

water management regime in the entire Trent watershed. Your concerns and

those of others who live on flow-through lakes will be taken into consideration as

we transition the regulation of lakes and rivers across the system into the current

reality.

If you have any further questions or concerns, please feel free to contact the Director of

Canal Operations, Mr. Jack Alexander at (705) 750-4900.

Sine

Peter Frood

Superintendent

Trent-Severn Waterway

National Historic Site of Canada

Cc: Mr. Barry Devolin, Member of Parliament, Haliburton - Kawartha Lakes - Brock

Mr. Ric McGee, Mayor, The City of Kawartha Lakes
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