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Welcome To Our Third Election Edition
As reported in our 2014 Summer Update newsletter, the Shadow Lakes Association has realized the importance 
of informing the membership about the significance of the upcoming municipal elections. We have decided to 
provide a forum for you the voter to learn more about the candidates and their views. We posed five questions 
of concern to us. The candidates were asked for a response of up to one hundred twenty words to each question. 
The responses were not edited or corrected.

Our Email to Candidates for Election
Dear Candidate,
Congratulations on your decision to run for public office in the City of Kawartha Lakes.
Attached to this e-mail is a list of questions regarding some of the issues in the 2014 Kawartha Lakes municipal 
election that are important to the members of the Shadow Lakes Association. We are requesting that you review 
these questions and provide a written response that we will publish in a special election newsletter that will be 
distributed to our membership in late September to coincide with the timing of their receipt of the mail in ballot 
information.
The Shadow Lakes Association in the past year represented 441 dues paying members (of a total of 600+ 
properties) and their families who are permanent or seasonal residents of Ward 2 on the Gull River , Silver Lake 
and Shadow Lake between Coboconk and Norland. The Shadow Lakes Association is incorporated and has 
been in operation continuously since 1959.
Our intent is to help our members make informed voting decisions in the upcoming election. In 2010 we 
experienced a better than 50% turn out of our members by encouraging them to use the mail-in ballot and 
expect to see similar or better results this time around.
Please limit your response to each question to no more than 120 words. All answers will be published un-edited 
exactly as received.
Please e-mail your answers to the undersigned at either info@shadowlakes.on.ca no later than close of business 
on Thursday, September 18, 2014.
Thank you in advance for your anticipated response.
For more information on the Shadow Lakes Association visit www.shadowlakes.on.ca.

Best Regards,

Phil Taylor
President
Shadow Lakes Association

Important Dates To Remember
Last day to receive mail-in ballot is October 10, 2014***

Kits to be mailed back by October 17, 2014
Kits may be hand delivered by October 24, 2014

Election Day is October 27, 2014
***If you have not received your mail-in ballot by October 10, 2014 at the address where 
you receive your tax bill please call the City of Kawartha Lakes at 705.324.9411 or e-mail 

to election@city.kawarthalakes.on.ca

News & Views 2014



The First Question
RE: QUARRY DEVELOPMENT AND LICENSING

The northern and western regions of Kawartha Lakes are experiencing significant 
development pressure for the extraction and transportation of valuable aggregate 
deposits. If elected what position will you take regarding environmental impact, 
levels of truck traffic through populated areas, and the quiet enjoyment of our 

residents’ properties? Please address this from both the perspectives of the 
Kawartha Lakes area in general and the Shadow Lakes area in particular.

Bill Denby– Candidate for Mayor
Bill Denby did not submit a response to our questions.

Brenda Karagiannis – Candidate for Mayor
While I recognize the benefits of a successful aggregate industry to the local economy, this success has 
significant impact on the quality of life, environmental and economic costs. Our most immediate concern as a 
major aggregate-producing municipality is the impact of heavy vehicles on local infrastructure and the safety of 
our citizens along all major and minor haul routes. 
I understand that the Aggregate Steering Committee will be presenting an Aggregate Draft Official Plan in 
February or March 2015. I trust that your association and my office will be reviewing that closely to ensure it 
meets all our requirements. ie; Official Plan Amendment required for all Quarry Development & Licensing. 
I welcome an opportunity for further discussion with your association. 

Andy Letham –  Candidate for Mayor
The quarry extraction is not going to stop, so our best avenue is to be involved in the process and make sure it is 
done with the least amount of impact on our environment and our residents.  I am in favor of maintaining the 
levels of public input we currently have. We need to hold the quarry owners accountable for responsible 
extraction and rehabilitation after they are done.  I would like to see small community aggregate committees for 
each quarry to be the ears and eyes for council. Haul routes need to be properly funded for maintenance and a 
contingency fund for each quarry and future issues that might come up.  Overall, communication from the 
beginning of the process is the key.

John Macklem –  Candidate for Mayor
FYI, I am a member of the Aggregate Secondary Planning Committee. 
I am originally a cottager since 1960 and a local full time resident at Head Lake since 1989
I have experienced first hand the increased demand for aggregate and have battled the province since then. We 
now have down loaded roads and soaring demand. Bad News for us, so I can only assure you I will fight the 
province at and on all levels to fund our highways and protect our environment! WE NEED A NEW DEAL!!!

Donna Villemaire –  Candidate for Mayor
I support aggregate development requiring an amendment to the City’s official plan.  This way, residents are 
ensured input into aggregate operations through site plan agreements.
The municipality is working to develop specific haul routes to mitigate the impact of truck traffic including the 
Shadow Lake, Silver Lake and Gull River areas. I will work to ensure routing safeguards the quite enjoyment of 
residents’ properties and minimizes wear and tear on our municipal roads.
Environmentally, operations with potential to affect water quality and quantity will be monitored by Kawartha
Conservation.
I know the City’s Secondary Plan proposes a 1,000 meter setback from built up areas of more than 6 residences.  
As Mayor, I will work to ensure proper, local public input.



Allison Bowins –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor  
As a resident living in a significantly close proximity to a quarry, I fully understand the impact this has on local 
residents. I do believe however that the aggregate industry is a valuable monetary influx 
for our region.  I believe that if we all work cohesively and take into consideration each parties suggestions for a 
workable solution this would allow us to have the enjoyment of our properties and the income from such 
resources.  I feel we need close monitoring and equal consideration to all parties when it comes to traffic flow 
and road infrastructure.  We would have to be prepared to have a larger percentage of road upkeep and be 
prepared to come to a consensus on where these (remainder of answer exceeded requested 120 word limit)

Larry Hickman –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
The City of Kawartha Lakes is in the process of establishing an Aggregate Plan which will put into affect 
regulations for both existing and new quarries. A copy of the Secondary Aggregate Plan can be downloaded 
from the City of Kawartha Lakes website. Here are some of the major points of this SAP that I support.
Establish sufficient tonnage levy fees so that the roads being used by the trucks can be properly maintained to 
the standards established by the City of Kawartha Lakes.
Establish the network of roads that must be used to haul the aggregates and that have the least impact on local 
residents and towns and villages.
For new quarries they must be located and operated with (remainder of answer exceeded requested 120 word 
limit)

Steve Katsikiris –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
All the rocks they want. However must be away from all tourist sites and cottage roads. At least 4km from any 
lake along the Trent. Tourism is the main economic back bone in Ward2 and must be protected by law. 

Emmett Yeo –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
Quarries are a necessary evil. Everybody needs the product they produce but nobody wants them in their 
backyard. We must keep quarry operators in check. We have to hold them accountable for the environment. We 
have to form partnerships with them and demand more royalties to maintain the roads. Haul Routes should
not be the quickest manner for trucks but the safest manner for the residents.
Recently the Shadow Lakes were very involved in the licensing of a new quarry on the west side of the Lake 
and they should be commended for their actions. The SLA were able to have a say in the noise reduction 
initiatives, traffic control issues and hours of operation of the quarry through negotiations.

The Second Question
RE: TAX BURDEN ON WATERFRONT  PROPERTY OWNERS

For several years now waterfront property owners have been bearing an 
increasingly larger percentage of the overall tax burden for a disproportionately 

lower value of municipal services consumed. Many of these properties have been in 
the same family for generations and many of these families are now struggling to 

shoulder the tax burden.
Working within MPAC’ current rules, how would you introduce more fairness to 

balancing the tax burden for waterfront property owners with the level of services 
consumed?



Bill Denby– Candidate for Mayor
Bill Denby did not submit a response to our questions.

Brenda Karagiannis – Candidate for Mayor
As a waterfront property owner, I agree that we cannot continue to increase taxes and yet lower the services to 
our waterfront property owners. Current Value Assessment appears to be the problem and until the Province 
finds a new system, we will continue to be unfairly taxed. 
We must work together to advocate to the Provincial Government for a fair property tax system. 
I welcome any and all suggestions from your Association to further this very important issue.

Andy Letham –  Candidate for Mayor
I am very open to exploring the possibilities of area rating certain services for seasonal residences.   These are 
not big fixes and this is not going to make a huge difference, but I firmly believe the best thing we can do for all 
taxpayers is run an efficient government and improve the development process.  This will ease the tax burden 
on all ratepayers.

John Macklem –  Candidate for Mayor
Once the Province related taxes to services but those days are GONE! 
So, we are stuck with an equally flawed system (market value) of spiraling values leaving us with spiraling 
taxes!
I see no resolution to the problem and we are not likely to see any change, sorry! (ps. I am in the same boat)

Donna Villemaire –  Candidate for Mayor
My husband and I are waterfront property owners.  As Councillor for Ward 8 for more than a decade, I know 
the City’s tax base is limited being primarily residential given our current lack of industry.
As waterfront property owners, full-time or seasonal, we all have access to year-round services including fire, 
police, EMS, health & social services, housing, snow removal, garbage pickup, et cetera.
I know FOCA has been struggling with the balance issue for years, and as the largest cottagers association tax 
advocacy group has had a difficult time accomplishing its goals.
I am open to working together to find equitable solutions. I am also open to diversifying our local tax base to 
help reduce residential burdens.

Allison Bowins –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor  
I think that MPAC should take in a variety of considerations when taxing waterfront property.  Firstly, all 
property is being taxed at an extremely amazing rate.  I can see how those residents on waterfront property feel 
burdened with taxes in access of regular properties with a decreased amount of services offered.  There needs to 
communication between areas and taxes should be based not solely on whether it is waterfront but on what type 
of waterfront you have. Next, is it lake locked, what is the general value of similar property on non-waterfront 
land, what are the services in your area etc.  Once this has been determined then maybe the taxes could be 
regulated according to the outcome.  Finally, unfortunately, we (remainder of answer exceeded requested 120 
word limit)

Larry Hickman –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
Entering into this election I have come to learn that the majority of the residential taxes are being paid for by 
owners of waterfront properties. The City of Kawartha Lakes has over 250 lakes and rivers within its 
boundaries and therefore there are many residents who are affected with this heavy tax rate. As you are aware 
these tax rates are established through the assessment value established by MPAC and because these properties 
have higher values this, unfortunately, results in these higher tax rates. (Many owners have resorted to renting 
their cottages to pay for their property taxes.) Many of the cottages in Ward 2 are built on “forced roads” which 
were originally cleared and built by the original land (remainder of answer exceeded requested 120 word limit)



Steve Katsikiris –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
Taxes are not fair and must be cut for cottages they do not use all the services like those in the city.(ie sewers) 
Taxes on Shadow lake are more than in Toronto. Why? Demand well and lake testing quality by the 
municipality as a service. Also increase emergency health equipment for Fire dept in Norland. A lot of seniors 
on the lake in the summer time.

Emmett Yeo –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
If I knew the answer I would share it with every waterfront association in the province. There have been 
discussions about Area Rating services and I am in favour of that, - (eg ; if you don’t have a streetlight then you 
shouldn’t pay for one sort of deal) - and I will look at all possibilities. There are core services we all share
the burden on and there are some we Area Rate. If there was an easy fix I am certain WRAFT or FOCA would 
have been all over it.

The Third Question
RE: MAIL IN BALLOT FOR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN THE CITY OF 

KAWARTHA LAKES
Considering that a large percentage of the seasonal property owners in the City of 
Kawartha Lakes are absent in the fall when municipal elections are normally held,  
are you committed to the continued use of mail in ballots and/or on-line voting in 

future elections?
Bill Denby– Candidate for Mayor
Bill Denby did not submit a response to our questions.

Brenda Karagiannis – Candidate for Mayor
Mail in ballots have proven to significantly increase voter turnout and it is important that ALL property owners 
in Kawartha Lakes have their say. I am committed to the continued use of mail in ballots and will work to also 
introduce on-line voting as a secondary option for future Municipal Elections.

Andy Letham –  Candidate for Mayor
Absolutely.  It makes the most sense for our area.

John Macklem –  Candidate for Mayor
One size does not serve all!
a. My commitment is to telephone voting as I have experienced it and it works well.
b. Internet voting for those who prefer it.
c. As well as traditional polls, especially the advance polls for the seniors.

Donna Villemaire –  Candidate for Mayor
Yes!

Allison Bowins –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor  
I think that the opportunity now being offered for either mail in ballots is a bonus for those people who may not 
be year round residents.  I think this should become a standard form and the inclusion of the choice to vote on 
line to be added in the future would give another chance for resident’s voice to be heard. I realize that some 
people are unsure about this type of voting and may be leery as to how it may work; but once the system is 
organized and fully functional and people have become accustomed to it I feel many people will like this way of 
voting. 



Larry Hickman –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
I am in support of the continuation of mail-in voting for the Municipal Elections as the area has many senior 
citizens who do not have computer access in their homes.

Steve Katsikiris –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
I am walking around and signing people up and finding out there are a lot of citizens not on the voters list. I 
have the forms to get cottagers that are not on the list to sign up. I Also want to promote internet voting and also 
messages to the citizens by using you tube. Email me and I will chk to ensure that voter is on the current list. 
Just need your name and address. 
Katsikaris_steve@hotmail.com

Emmett Yeo –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
I am fully in support of the mail in ballot. There has been some talk of on line voting. Perhaps it is something 

we can look forward to in four years.

The Fourth Question
RE: GARBAGE COLLECTION FOR SEASONAL PROPERTIES

The current policy regarding garbage collection allows each property to put out 
two bags of garbage per week without tags. Most seasonal residents pay for but do 
not receive this service for at least 26 weeks of the year. Any bags in excess of two 

per week require the purchase of tags.
If elected, would you support the idea of issuing 104 tags per year to each property 
in the city and requiring all bags to be tagged and then allow seasonal residents to 

use them all during the period they are present at their seasonal residences?

Bill Denby– Candidate for Mayor
Bill Denby did not submit a response to our questions.

Brenda Karagiannis – Candidate for Mayor
I support a full review of the current methods and practices in regards to garbage and recycling pick up within 
The City of Kawartha Lakes. I personally support this practice for ALL residents in the city as there are many 
instances when a full time resident only puts out 1 bag a week and then 5 weeks later they do a major clean up 
and have 5 bags, Why penalize them?

Andy Letham –  Candidate for Mayor
Yes.  I can’t believe this hasn’t been done years ago.  Seasonal residents pay for year round garbage pickup like 
everyone else and should be entitled to the same number of bags.

John Macklem –  Candidate for Mayor
I would hope we can have all of your members as full time residents to enjoy full service for their taxes!
And unfortunately, I cannot support the tag idea as we would likely then likely have a “black market” in tags!

Donna Villemaire –  Candidate for Mayor
I am open to reviewing the policy. Any change would require re-negotiating the contract with the waste 
management provider. Increased costs would have to come from the tax base.



Allison Bowins –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor  
I think this would be beneficial to not only seasonal residents but year round people as well.  In my own 
personal experience, there have been weeks whereby I have a lesser amount of garbage and then there are those 
weeks where there may be more.  Each resident who owns property within the City of Kawartha Lakes pays 
taxes therefore should have equal garbage allotment and choose how and when they wish to use them dependent
upon each person’s individual needs.

Larry Hickman –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
The two bag limit for garbage is valid for all residents of the city. If the use of the recycle bids is utilized to 
reduce the amount of garbage being generated, there should be little need for more than 2 bags of garbage per 
week. There is also convenient access to the land fill site on Monck Road to accommodate any excess garbage 
disposal. The issuing of tags for garbage bags has been used in other municipalities with success and if I am 
elected I will pursue this issue with City Council. What I want to eliminate is the indiscriminate throwing of 
garbage on the side roads of our beautiful community.

Steve Katsikiris –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
4 bags max per week due to short season and cottage clean-up 
2 major pick ups per year one in the spring and one in the fall for large appliances or old furniture and hazards 
materials disposal old gas or paint. 
Recycling cans every week not Bi weekly. Cardboard and paper once per month or bi weekly due to cottagers 
burning paper in campfires.

Emmett Yeo –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
I am not sure this is something that would work City wide but I would be open to ideas. I would support looking 
at different ways to mitigate extra bag costs to seasonal residents, perhaps through an application process. I 
don’t believe any residence would or should produce four bags of garbage per week for 26 weeks, unless they 
were importing garbage from outside the City. I would like to think that with the amount of recycling and waste 
diversion we are doing there is a better solution than bag tags.

The Fifth Question
RE: SHADOW LAKE WATER LEVELS

The Gull River flow rate at the Norland dam needs to be maintained between 10 
and 30 cubic metres/sec. from Victoria Day weekend to Thanksgiving, in order to 

maintain an acceptable water level within the Shadow Lakes system. The Trent 
Severn Waterway (TSW) managers seem to have limited  predictive tools to help 
them stay within this band while still being reasonably assured that they will not 

run out of water to feed the canal or drain the northern reservoir lakes too early in 
the season.

While we recognize this is primarily a federal issue, if elected what would you do 
specifically to help us to ensure that they take steps to maintain the required flow 

range?



Bill Denby– Candidate for Mayor
Bill Denby did not submit a response to our questions.

Brenda Karagiannis – Candidate for Mayor
I recognize the efforts of Mayor Ric McGee and Councillor Emmett Yeo in working with the Shadow Lake 
Association on this very important issue. I will continue to advocate on the SLA’s behalf to influence the 
policies and procedures of the Trent Severn Waterway in this regard. 
I recognize the importance of public consultation with the stakeholders, such as your association, to regularly 
visit this very important issue. 
Should you have any questions or require any further details, feel free to contact me directly at (705) 341-2612 
or via e-mail brenda@votebrenda.ca 

Andy Letham –  Candidate for Mayor
Work with our member of parliament and lobby the federal government to make sure this stays on their radar.  
This is a federal issue with very real local implications.  The lock hours for tourism need to be maintained as 
well.

John Macklem –  Candidate for Mayor
This is not currently our jurisdiction and I do not support us being involved due to the expert knowledge needed 
about the entire system to manage it, although I do support better communication, with the Shadow Lake 
Association, the City & TSW/ministry. We have been getting marginally better recently!

Donna Villemaire –  Candidate for Mayor
I know the importance of flow levels in the Trent Severn Waterway (TWS).  I have chaired the Kawartha 
Conservation Authority and have also listened to the concerns expressed by Trent Matters regarding the TSW 
issue(s).
I will use the Office of Mayor to maintain and enhance my existing working relationships with local TSW 
managers on the issue of flow rates.  I will also establish active relationships with both federal and provincial 
ministers responsible for water control using the contacts I have made over the years as an elected official with 
the Association of Municipalities of Ontario.
Tourism and specifically increasing the hours of the Trent-Severn Waterway are part of my campaign platform.

Allison Bowins –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor  
I think that communication between the Federal, Provincial and Municipal governments needs to be the key 
mainframe in maintaining the steps required around flow range.  I think that our water systems are a diverse 
series of required steps to work in a functional manner.  I feel that if the tools required to maintain this flow at 
an acceptable rate are what is lacking the first step taken would be to invest in such things.  Working together to 
form solutions is a proactive way to a final resolve.

Larry Hickman –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
If I am elected I will establish and maintain a constant contact with TSW and immediately act on the concerns 
of the residents of Ward 2 with regards to the water levels in the Gull River, Shadow Lake and Balsam Lake 
and reply to those posing these concerns promptly.
Steve Katsikiris –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
I am suspecting foul play on water management due to budget cuts and politics I also witnessed the Norland 
dam being used in the reverse operation in the seasons of 2012 and 2013. This year was ok and was operated 
normally. I’m sure cottagers saw the construction pylon in the middle of the Bay in 2012. I have had no luck 
with Trent Water way people getting straight answers either. We should get together and talk about this and 
watch the feds. This cannot happen again! I really believe that the flood of 2013 could have been totally 
avoided.



Emmett Yeo –  Candidate for Ward 2 councillor
I will continue to work alongside the Shadow Lakes Association as they deal with the Trent Severn Waterway. 
The SLA directors have built a good rapport with the TSW. More and more issues are being handled instead of 
ignored and information is coming a little more freely rather than nothing at all. This doesn’t mean we have any 
say in the water but it does show some willingness to work together, which 5 years ago was unthinkable. As the 
Municipal Councillor I will continue to demand the TSW take all water users into consideration when they 
adjust levels and flow rates, that includes our Municipal Water Plants, beaches and boat launches.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Important

As an alternative to mailing, your complete mail-in kit may be hand delivered 
to any City of Kawartha Lakes Service center no later than October 24th. The 

service center in Coboconk is located at 9 Grandy Road.
The mail-in voter kit is your only ballot. There are no traditional voting 

stations. 

Accessibility

An assistive ballot marker device for those with special needs will be available at City Hall from 8:30 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. October 4th through to Election Day.

Advance and Proxy Votes

As the City of Kawartha Lakes is using mail-in voter kits, there will be no advance voting dates or proxy voting.

What Is Your Voter Kit?

A mail-in voter kit includes the following
1. Ballot
2. Voting Instructions
3. Voter declaration form
4. Secrecy envelope (yellow)
5. Postage-paid reply envelope (white)

Ballots have been prepared for counting on electronic equipment and should not be folded in any manner other 
than as originally creased and as instructed below.

Completing Your Ballot

1. Accompanying this newsletter is a copy of the step by step instructions for completing the mail-in ballot

2. Mail in the return envelope by October 17, 2014 or hand deliver, during normal business hours to any of the 
Municipal Service Centres or City Hall by October 24, 2014. On Election day October 27th, only the 
Lindsay Park Armory and Fenelon Falls Senior’s Centre will accept hand delivered completed mail-in voter 
kits.



If You Choose Not To Vote

It is your right to vote if qualified. If you do not want to exercise your right you should destroy your ballot by 
shredding it. This will ensure no one else can take away your vote or to vote on your behalf.

If you do not receive a mail-in voter kit by October 10, 2014 please contact;
Municipal Election Office

26 Francis St.
Lindsay, Ont.

705-324-9411 x1255 or 1262
1-888-822-2225 x1255 or 1262

Paul South, Editor   705-454-3342

Let your voice be heard!
Vote!

……………………………………………………………………………………
Shadow Lakes Association Inc. Annual Family Membership 

2014 MEMBERSHIP FEE: $30.00 �
2014 & 2015 MEMBERSHIP FEE: $60.00 �

Name:___________________________  Home Phone:(            )_______________
Home Address:______________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________  Postal Code: ______________
Local Phone:(705)__________Road:____________________ Green 911#: ____
Email Address (please print legibly):___________________________________
PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: SHADOW LAKES ASSOCIATION INC.
Mail to: M. Allan, Treasurer, SLA, 73 Shadow Lake Rd 14, Coboconk K0M1KO,

SLA Inc.
Receipt for 
2014 Dues

A payment of

$_________
made on date

_____/___/___

(Clip this stub as 
a reminder of 
your payment)


