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SPECIAL FALL ELECTIONS NEWSLETTER

The Shadow Lakes Association has reached out to the COKL 
Mayoral and Ward 1 Candidates to ask questions as it pertains to 
our immediate lakes and rivers community.

"10 Days, 2 Ways: Voting will be held from October 14-24, 2022, 
by Internet and Telephone Voting." Click Here for full details.

To reach out directly to any candidate please click here to find the 
official Certified List of Candidates on the COKL website which 
includes their emails and phone numbers. We highly recommend 
doing your own research prior to election day.

Thank you for your support in being a valued member of our 
Association.
SLA Director Team

PLEASE NOTE: these answers have not been modified and are as 
they were written when the candidate submitted their answers via 
our survey tool.

Photo: Andrew Leslie

https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/municipal-services/voter-information.aspx
https://www.kawarthalakes.ca/en/municipal-services/certified-list-of-candidates.aspx


Question #1:Your personal goals for the next term of office if you are elected
Why are you seeking election? What do you hope to accomplish?
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Candidate 
Name

Answer

William 
Denby

My goal is to make the City the Place you dream it can 
be for everyone, create the Foundation for Planned 
Growth for the next 30 years. To be a Leader , promote 
the City as the best place to live, work ,raise your family 
& retire! I will e mail my flyer that lays out everything i
wish to complete for the People in the City of Kawartha 
Lakes. 

Pat Dunn I hope to deal with and improve on our core functions 
(road infrastructure, fire, police ambulance, solid waste 
etc) while staying on budget. I’d like to see the 
Coboconk Medical Centre built.

Doug 
Elmslie

The next term of Council will see 5 new Councillors, we 
need an experienced person to be Mayor,I have 16 
years of Council experience. My main concerns are 
Roads and Infrastructure, The CoboconK Wellness 
Centre, More Housing, including affordable Housing and 
rental units, and also Fiscal responsibility.

Jim Riches The mayor as a leader needs to be more modern when 
interacting with the community to help them 
understand where there city dollars are spent. Also 
unelected city staff need performance reviews and 
better people skills. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATES



Question #1:Your personal goals for the next term of office if you are elected
Why are you seeking election? What do you hope to accomplish?

3

Candidate 
Name

Answer

Raymonde 
Blais
Couture

In the summer of 1915 I became President of McGuire 
Beach Association, where I interacted with people within 
the City of Kawartha Lakes in hopes to provide the best 
possible benefits & solutions for our association. 
Unfortunately this came with some challenges. While 
seeking help and guidance I keep falling short. Thus, came 
to the realization that changes & greatness come from with 
in and I want to create the change. I want to be your voice. 
The money we pay for taxes need to stay in our ward, We 
deserve the same service for our road. we un-assume or 
private road always get push away, we deserve better. The 
time I have to spend for our road I can do the same for all 
the others, together we can make it happen 

Jim Harris I would do what would be possible to make the department 
heads in the City be more transparent and accountable for 
the spending of the taxpayers dollars. 

Don Logan To have the Medical center built in Coboconk , better road 
maintenance. Have less services relocated to Lindsay.  

I personally care very much about my community. This 
village raised me. I will support the medical centre and 
work to bring in more services that are currently centralized 
in Lindsay. And, roads, roads, roads!

Emmett 
Yeo

I intend to finish the projects we have started , namely the 
Summit Wellness Centre, and the Ward Park outdoor rink 
and renovation in Norland. My other goals are to find a 
solution to the Short Term Rental dilemma, bring forward a 
road plan that we can afford and keep tax increases to a 
realistic level.

WARD 1 CANDIDATES



Question #2: Challenges and opportunities What do you believe are 
the challenges / opportunities facing the City of Kawartha Lakes 
today? How do you hope to influence their outcomes?
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Candidate Name Answer

William Denby I prepared a 13 point Plan to turn the City into a real 
working City, with all the big Box stores including 
Walmart, we first have to repair all the roads, built the 
Infrastructure to support the Planned Growth across the 
City in the next 4 year. I am a Builder in the sense I like 
building from the ground up, I am a leader i have done 
that all my life in my Businesses. If elected your Mayor, 
together we will get it done in 4 years or I will pay back 
my salary of $240,000.00 to the City! I do not take money 
i did not earn!

Pat Dunn We spend more money then we can raise through 
reasonable taxes. Expected growth will help us deal with 
this. We just need to slow down until our income catches 
up.

Doug Elmslie Our challenges are significant, we have a large geography 
and small population, which creates budget concerns. We 
have a Financial plan which allows us to start to address 
our infrastructure deficit. There are aalso, staffing issues, 
landfill closures , climate change, and Housing needs to 
address, Our opportunities are our proximity to the GTA, 
imminent 5G coverage in 95% of the region, influx of new 
people and housing starts, and of course our beautiful 
lakes,rivers and geography,

Jim Riches Biggest challenge is new revenue steams other than 
building housing. There are numerous parts of the digital 
economy that need to be taxed and invested into for the 
CKL to survive into the future. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATES
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Candidate 
Name

Answer

Raymonde 
Blais
Couture

First will be the dept from the last eight years, we will have to assume, all the 
roads the city neglected for many years and the short term rental, shortage of 
housing. Talking about the City of Kawartha Lakes. Who is the city? all the 
ward together or just Lindsay, Bobcaygeon & Fenelon Falls because here in 
Ward 1 we never get nothing back from our taxes. I will do everything in my 
power to make the change I want the taxes from ward 1 stay in ward 1, I will 
stand for what I believe since 2015 I faced the city for what we need and this 
is not today that I will stop, I will bring to council all your concerns I know I can 
do a difference. 

Jim Harris I believe that roads and infrastructure are of importance, in saying that we 
need people that are in positions of authority to be knowledgeable in their 
duties. Finances, I believe are in need of being revisited and being brought 
under control without hesitation. Taxpayers are watching their tax dollars 
spent frivolously and they are getting frustrated to say the least,as I have said 
more transparency and accountability. If I am elected I will do my best to 
lobby for these things. 

Don Logan Kawartha Lakes has the equipment to improve our roads better management 
is a better target. Health management for the whole area needs to be 
maintained and expained as our population ages.

We need to see improved management with better leaders, roads has 
excellent equipment and is being underutilized. We have an ageing population 
that needs accessibility. So roads are important for ambulance and fire access, 
and the volunteer fire department needs to be replenished with new 
volunteers. I have personally watched the depletion of volunteers for two 
decades now.

Our population has expanded like I've never seen before and we''ll be playing 
catchup for a few years. We need to build for the future.

Emmett 
Yeo

Affordability. We have a huge City with thousands of kilometres of roads, 21 
water systems and over 2200 staff. Problem is we only have a small population 
of 75000 to pay for it all. We need help from the upper levels of Government 
to afford it or services will become obsolete. Our opportunities lie in our 
Lakes, Rivers and our proximity to the GTA. We have to push our tourism 
market to the brink, our small businesses rely on it.

WARD 1 CANDIDATES



Question #3: Short-term rentals What is your position concerning short-term 
rentals?
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Candidate Name Answer 

William Denby All short term rentals must be zoned Commercial & a new 
BY Law covering what is premitted under usages, they must 
be Taxed as a Commercial Business and Licenced so we 
know where they are in the City.

Pat Dunn They need to be regulated.

Doug Elmslie Short term rentals need to be reined in, the new council 
will deal with staff reccomendations that will include 
Licensing, this along with a fine by-law will give the 
Municipality the tools it needs to control these businesses.

Jim Riches A hotel tax needs to be applied like the city of Ottawa has 
done to generate revenue. All administration can be 
performed by the software companies like Airbnb who 
facilitate the rentals in CKL postal codes. Also an online 
bylaw complaint system that runs 24hr. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATES
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Candidate 
Name

Answer 

Raymonde 
Blais
Couture

For over seven years, I have been asking the City of Kawartha Lakes to 
address and work on resolving the concerns residents have been facing with 
Short Term Rentals. For years, they have been open our neighborhood with 
no boundaries or respect for our homes. I have nothing against Short Term 
Rentals operating within the city, I simply feel that they should be regulated 
with bylaws that protect the residents, the neighborhood and the City of 
Kawartha Lakes as a whole. The first step is to put bylaws that will be 
mandate to be licensed and operated as a business, If some cannot open a 
bakery or a salon etc., from their home without proper licenses, how can we 
rent out our homes to new clients weekly and not expected to follow the 
same guidelines for operating a business in the residential areas go to my 
Facebook page Raymonde Blais Couture Ward 1 to see my platform. YOUR 
WEEKEND GETAWAY IS FOR OUR EVER HOME I can promised you I will stand 
up until we accomplish what need to be done to enforce the city people to 
respect what we work soo hard for. 

Jim Harris I am of the opinion that regulations need to be put in place as other 
municipal council's have done to license these short term rentals and tax 
accordingly. I also don't think that by- law enforcement should end at 5pm on 
Friday and begin again at 8am on Monday re loud music, late night bonfires 
etc.

Don Logan Very aware of the renters who arrive and party like they have no neighbours. 
Focus on noise bylaws and open fires plus fireworks. Cell phones now have 
the abilites to record and film with a time stamp and GPS location as very 
good witness to the event that disturbance.

Noise, property damage, huge bonfires and litter are the biggest problems. 
Bylaw could be a little more user-friendly and helpful. Complainant's can use 
their cell phones to take time-stamped picture and video, showing GPS 
location. Very useful in laying charges to the landlord and they can charge a 
security deposit to the tenant to behave.

Emmett Yeo I believe we must find a middle ground between regulating the industry and 
not punishing the folks who have been renting for years to help pay the costs 
of having a cottage. I strongly believe in occupancy limits for the septic 
systems and steep fines for problem properties. Public input will be 
necessary to help develop a path forward.

WARD 1 CANDIDATES



Question #4:Baseline road Are you committed to ensuring the 
Baseline Road repairs are completed in 2023?
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Candidate Name Answer 

Pat Dunn Yes, dependent on budget. It’s in the 5 year plan.

William Denby YES! All roads must be repaired across the City, no tax 
payer should be waiting for their Roads to be repaired, 
there is no excuse! I am going to open all our own Gravel 
pits again, bring in a crusher & apply our own gravel, that 
will save us over 20 Million in Cost by using our own 
material! I HAVE A PLAN TO MAKE THE CITY A REAL 
WORKING CITY! THANK YOU!

Doug Elmslie Unequivocally, Yes.

Jim Riches Yes. But all stakeholders need to acknowledge the climate 
change freeze/thaw cycles that will destroy it within a 
couple years. 

MAYORAL CANDIDATES
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Candidate Name Answer 

Raymonde Blais
Couture

I will do everything in my power that the road get fix, now 
this is the change to make change at the city hall, some 
councilors as been on the same chair for eight, ten and 
fifteen years and nothing get done, do you thing they do 
better for the next four years, I don't think so. If we can 
keep our tax money in our ward we will fix our road right 
now our money is used for the city, we rural residents have 
nothing in return keep our money with in our ward 1 and 
fix our own roads, also privates and un-assumed should 
have the same right for services as we pay the same taxes. 
Together we can make the change I need residents to 
stand with me I can be your voice if we make the right 
choice Promises is only a word until is fullfeed. 

Jim Harris If elected I will be fully committed to the finishing of 
Baseline Road, and also to lobbying the City to reach out 
to the OPP to enforce the speed limits, I would be afraid 
that with new pavement it might well evolve into a 
racetrack if the speed limits are not enforced. 

Don Logan Very much so as I do use Baseline road almost every day, 
plus it has never gotten long but sometimes it feels like it

Yes, I am very aware of the condition of Baseline and want 
to see it finished, just not patched.

Emmett Yeo Absolutely 100%, I put my job on the line for it.

WARD 1 CANDIDATES


	Slide Number 1
	Question #1:Your personal goals for the next term of office if you are elected �Why are you seeking election? What do you hope to accomplish?
	Question #1:Your personal goals for the next term of office if you are elected �Why are you seeking election? What do you hope to accomplish?
	Question #2: Challenges and opportunities What do you believe are the challenges / opportunities facing the City of Kawartha Lakes today? How do you hope to influence their outcomes?
	Question #2: Challenges and opportunities What do you believe are the challenges / opportunities facing the City of Kawartha Lakes today? How do you hope to influence their outcomes?
	Question #3: Short-term rentals What is your position concerning short-term rentals?
	Question #3: Short-term rentals What is your position concerning short-term rentals?
	Question #4:Baseline road Are you committed to ensuring the Baseline Road repairs are completed in 2023?
	Question #4:Baseline road Are you committed to ensuring the Baseline Road repairs are completed in 2023?

